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Society     
: Belmont Theatre
Production
: STEPPING OUT
Date          
: Thursday 27th October 2016
Venue

: Pump House Theatre
Report by
: Michael Monk
                                                                                                                                Show Report
The curtain opened to a very simplistic set of a North London church hall. Designed and constructed by BILL REBELLO. However, I did feel it was not up to the normal high standard that Belmont usually present for their plays. The attention to detail for all the props and set dressing from HELEN SHERWOOD, GUY TAYLOR & KEITH CLOUGH were well managed throughout. Stage Management was well managed also by BILL REBELLO. Excellent choice of musical interludes for all the scene and costume changes.
Lighting and Sound design by EDDIE STEPHENS and KIM RODGER, was very well executed throughout. A little confused at the end of Act 1 as no Auditorium lights seemed to be working to indicate the interval had arrived! I did feel the hammer banging near the end of Act 2 was far too loud on this occasion as we could not here the dialogue, where we were sitting, between Mavis and the show stage manager.
All costumes by TRACEY REBELLO, were all very suitable for everyone’s character. You must have had great fun resourcing Sylvia’s! On the night, I attended, it was disappointing that Geoffrey couldn’t make the start of the finale and when he did arrive was still not completely dressed. It did spoil the ending. 
The programme by MIKE and MAGGIE MORROW was very well presented and informative. Please consider forwarding 5 copies of the programme, and the accompanying form which you can obtain from the NODA website, for the programme competition.
DIRECTOR – MICHAEL COLLINS - Congratulations Michael on delivering a lovely fast and well-paced production. The era is captured beautifully and the finale is an uplifting and rousing end to the play. I was relieved that the changes to the dialogue from the original script all worked very well due to your casting of the play and the change to ‘Mr Fraser’ worked well too. I also liked the idea of adding other members to the dance class too. Sophie – PAULA BRADLEY and Julia – ESTELLE DELL.
CHOREOGRAPHERS – MARY WOOLF & SUSANNA TAYLOR – A good job well done just the right level of choreography for the cast overall. The finale routine was very enjoyable, just a few still looking at their feet, I’m sure Mavis will remind them at their next class!
Mavis – KELLY THOMPSON – After a nervous start you settled into character very quickly controlling the very uncontrollable class very well – all the dancing was well executed throughout including your little dream sequence.
Mr Glen Fraser – NATHAN TAYLOR – An accomplished pianist, which makes this role so much easier to have live music, gave a very good cantankerous performance throughout – just the right amount of campness without going over the top. Good Mover too!
Vera – CAROLE BAYNES –  Playing Vera, the over fussy, terribly irritating, foot in mouth newcomer to the dance class who manages to upset just about everyone with elephant-sized lack of tact. The choice of costumes was just perfect for the character. Exemplary performance from this very experienced actress and dancer.  
Sylvia – JUDI CAMPION – Another very accomplished actress and dancer presenting a fabulous character of Sylvia the loud mouthed, gum chewing, defensive of her Jack-the-Lad other half. Great comedy timing and superb costume choices, and those glasses! marvellous. Great facial expressions throughout never stopped from beginning to end. 
Maxine – CATHERINE RAINGOLD – Very good characterisation from Catherine as the feisty frock shop owner. Good comedy timing and delivery – you certainly gave Vera a run for her money with all your witty one-liners.
Geoffrey – GRAHAM BRODERICK – Usually has the distinction of being the only man in the play. Graham played the geek with much conviction throughout. Very nice interaction with Andy. As for the finale, I’m not sure quite what happened with your late and dishevelled appearance! Please be reassured Graham your feet will work on their own without you needing to look at them!
Rose – DAWN HARVEY – Confident performance from Dawn, although I was a little confused with the variety of accents in Act 1. Act 2 was very much more controlled. I’m not sure it really needed one to be honest. 
Dorothy – ANDREA RICHARDSON – A nervous start but your confidence grew as the play progressed. Good characterisation for the excitable yet nervous part of Dorothy. With all those nervy one word echoes, at times though we didn’t always hear them. With a little more projection, the audience would have been laughing out loud. 
Lynne – TARA PATHIRANA – Good confident performance from Tara as Nurse Lynn. Much improved from the last play. Well done! 
Andy – LORNA ALDER – Lorna evoked sympathy and the lack of self-esteem throughout the play. Nice interaction with Geoffrey. Don’t be afraid to smile throughout the finale, makes all the difference!
Thank you once again for your very kind welcome and hospitality.
Best wishes
Michael Monk
Regional Representative 
NODA London District 10
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