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Chairman’s Chat

Hello everyone and welcome, once again, to the Pump House Theatre
and Belmont’s production of Neil Simon’s California Suite.

The period between completing Jack the Ripper and staging this play
has seemed to be (and probably is) very short. This is one of the
problems we have in presenting our plays in a very popular venue -
unfortunately we are not first in the pecking order when it comes to
booking our performance weeks and we have to wait until Pump House
Theatre Company and Pump House Children and Youth have booked
their slots. That’s fair enough, they've been there longer than we have.

But anyway, despite what has seemed to be a truncated rehearsal
period, the cast and crew have worked diligently to get tonight’s play on
stage (to give you an example of the commitment — our director,
Laurence, flew in from Canada early one morning and was at rehearsal
the same evening despite suffering from jet lag!)

So let’s all take a journey in a westerly direction to join our four couples
who are not having the easiest of times in the Beverly Hills Hotel.

Enjoy!
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From Jhe Director

It was with great pleasure that I approached directing California Suite
as I had been involved with a number of plays from the pen of Neil
Simon before — in both acting and directing capacities — and enjoyed
them all greatly, as indeed (from feedback received) did the attending
audiences. I hope you share that same experience.

My thanks and warm appreciation go to all those without whom this
production would not have been possible: our hard-working and
enthusiastic cast, who made the rehearsals such a pleasure; our
experienced, reliable crew, and everyone else in the Belmont Team who
made their own valuable contributions.

Ia urence Con Wﬂy

A few words on our next production:

One of Agatha Christie’s most popular
plays, The Hollow, was written in her
heyday, just ©before those towering
masterpieces The Mousetrap and Witness
For The Prosecution.

We arrive to find gathered at the home of :
Sir Henry and Lucy Angkatell various LN o ||| HE

guests among whom is Dr John Cristow,
his mistress Veronica, his ex-mistress and
his wife. The luscious Veronica ardently
desires to marry Cristow, but he refuses to
divorce, and Veronica unwisely declares
that if she can't have him then no-one else T

will. Within five minutes he is dead. SINH IAT060 K21 3553

We discover that nearly everyone present has a motive - and the
opportunity - to murder Cristow, but who actually committed the deed
has to be discovered by the intrepid Inspector Colquhoun and his
sidekick, the dogged Sergeant Penny.
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Heil Simon and ...

Neil Simon is an American playwright and screenwriter whom
many consider to be one of the finest comedy writers in
American literary history. He has written some thirty-four plays
and around forty screenplays, many adapted from his plays, and
has received more Oscar and Tony nominations than any other
writer. Yet many feel he has been underrated as a playwright
because he specialised in comedy rather than drama.

Simon was born on July 4th 1927 and grew up in New York
during the Great Depression. His parents' financial hardships
affected their marriage which in turn led to a fairly unhappy and unstable childhood.
He took refuge in sneaking out to the movies where he saw comedians like Charlie
Chaplin and it was such experiences that inspired him to become a comedy writer.
After high school and a few years in the Army Air Force Reserve, he began writing
comedy scripts for radio and TV. Among these were The Phil Silvers Show and Sid
Caesar's Your Show of Shows in 1950. At that time he was working alongside other
young writers including Carl Reiner, Mel Brooks and Woody Allen.

His own play writing began with Come Blow Your Horn (1961), which ran for 678
performances on Broadway. It was followed by two more successes, Barefoot in the
Park (1963) and The Odd Couple (1965), for which he won a Tony Award, making him a
national celebrity and “the hottest new playwright on Broadway.” His style ranged
from romantic comedy via farce to more serious dramatic comedy. Overall, he has
garnered seventeen Tony nominations and won three. One year he had four successful
plays running simultaneously on Broadway, and in 1983 became the only living
playwright to have a New York theatre named in his honour.

After winning the Pulitzer Prize for drama in 1991 for Lost in Yonkers, critics began to
take more notice of the issues of universal interest in his stories. His comedies are
based around subjects such as marital conflict, infidelity, sibling rivalry, adolescence,
and fear of ageing. Most of his plays are also partly autobiographical, portraying his
troubled childhood and the different stages of his life. His archetypal characters are
typically New Yorkers and often Jewish, like himself. Simon's facility with dialogue
gives his stories a rare blend of realism, humour and seriousness with which audiences
find it easy to identify.

(material for these two pages adapted from Wikipedia)
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California Suite

California Suite is similar in structure to his earlier Plaza Suite, comprising independent
playlets set in Suite 203-04 in The Beverly Hills Hotel.

The plot concerns conservative middle-aged businessman Marvin Michaels who is the
Visitor from Philadelphia. He awakens to discover Bunny, a prostitute, unconscious in
his bed after consuming a bottle of vodka. With wife Millie on her way up to the suite,
he must find a way to conceal all traces of his uncharacteristic indiscretion.

The Visitors from London are British actress Diana Nichols, a first-time nominee for the
Best Actress Oscar, and her husband Sidney, a once-closeted antique dealer who is
increasingly indiscreet about his sexual orientation. The Oscar is an unlikely honour
that just could jumpstart her faltering career. She is in deep denial about the true
nature of her marriage of convenience and as she prepares for her moment in the
spotlight, her mood fluctuates from hope to panic to despair.

The Visitors from Chicago are two affluent couples who are best friends. Stu Franklyn,
and wife Gert, are taking a vacation together with Mort Hollender and his wife Beth.
Things begin to unravel quickly when Beth is hurt during a mixed doubles tennis match
when Mort accuses Stu of having caused her injury by ungentlemanly play.

California Suite opened on Broadway at the Eugene O'Neill Theatre on June 30 1976
and ran for 445 performances. The cast included Tammy Grimes, George Grizzard,
Barbara Barrie and Jack Weston.

York Times wrote, "For those of us who imagine Los Angeles as
nothing but a long street in desperate search of a parking lot, [

triumphantly at the Eugene O'Neill Theater last night, will come [ A

The best two-hour

as a vast relief." Less enthusiastic was the New York Magazine,

vacation in town!

"Sleazily written, shoddily constructed, and without a scintilla of /-4 ‘g

Neil Simon's usual slick adroitness with a gag line, this grab bag
of skits ... suggests that California life may have scrambled Mr. Simon's brains."

The 1978 film adaptation starred Alan Alda, Jane Fonda, Walter Matthau, Bill Cosby,
Richard Pryor, Elaine May, Maggie Smith, and Michael Caine. Ironically, Maggie Smith
won an Oscar for her performance of a nominated actress who does not win the

award.
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Rehearsals for California Suite

t your right arm out



Rehearsals for California Suite (contd)
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CAST

Play 1: Visitor from Philadelphia

Marvin Michael Collins
Millie Gillian Weinberg
Bunny Sarah Morton

Play 2: Visitors from London

Diana Estelle Dell
Sidney Anthony Dell

A twenty-minute interval falls between Scenes 1 & 2 of Visitors From London

Play 3: Visitors from Chicago

Mort Norman Stevenson
Beth Carole Baynes

Stu Michael Collins
Gert Kim Wedler

For more information on Belmont:

Visit our website - www.belmonttheatre.co.uk/ - or

Facebook page - www.facebook.com/facebook#!/groups/4678904839/



Appointments

Director Laurence Conway
Stage Manager Bill Rebello
Assistant Stage Manager Mary Woolf
Producer Frankie Hogan
Continuity Tatiana Cook
Lighting and Sound Lorna Alder
Lighting design Mick Dolan
hphmick@hotmail.com

Properties Helen Sherwood
Set design Bill Baynes
Set construction Bill Rebello and company
Costumes Cast and Anne Sutherland
FOH Coordinator Estelle Dell
FOH Duty Managers Judi Campion, Alex McAuliffe,
Anita Stevens, Frankie Hogan

FOH team Members, Patrons and friends
Box office Gillian and Malcolm Weinberg
Marketing/publicity Michael Collins, Malcolm Weinberg and team
Programme/Poster designs Mike Morrow

Belmont Theatre Company wishes to express its gratitude to both Sainsbury’s
and Carpenders Park Garden Centre for allowing us to display large publicity

banners on their premises. Their co-operation is really appreciated and gives a
great boost to our publicity. If you would patronise these friends of Belmont it
was be a really welcome way to thank them for their support.




Rehearsals for California Suite (contd)
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Laurence Conway (Director)

Our director has been with BTC since the 1990s. He
enjoys both acting and directing as he feels this allows
him to appreciate both sides of the divide. His more
recent on-stage appearances with us include Ten Times
Table and Bedroom Farce. He also directed a highly
successful thriller, Sweet Revenge, that can be regarded

as the beginning of our now thankfully fairly regular full
houses at The Pump House.

Michael Collins (Marvin and Stan)

Michael seems to have been a member of the group
since the days of The Ark. An active member of the
committee, helping with membership and publicity, over
the years he has also been Treasurer and Chairman.
Delighted to be part of this classic Neil Simon play,
definitely his kind of humour. Michael has always been
in demand from other groups and has even taken roles

in musicals.

Gillian Weinberg (Millie)

Gilly is thrilled to be taking part in another Neil Simon
play following Plaza Suite a few years ago, despite once
again dealing with a cheating husband. She always
enjoys acting in comedies and Mr. Simon is an expert in

(

great one-liners. Nearly 20 years ago she was in one of

the other California Suite scenes while living in
Newcastle. As well as acting, Gillian regularly runs box

office with her husband and doubles up as BTC's
Secretary.
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Sarah Morton (Bunny)

Sarah has recently moved to Watford and was keen to
get involved with local theatre, having been a member
of The Jackie Collins Stage School in Sheffield when she

was younger. That she chose Belmont is to her credit!
Her career in marketing meant that Sarah was drawn

/&

scratch, when she isn't rehearsing for her part of Bunny w
that is.

towards working alongside our publicity committee to
bring the company’s PR and marketing techniques up to

Estelle Dell (Diana)

Estelle joined Belmont for the 1999 production of

~ Oliver!. Since then she has enjoyed many different roles,
from Matron in It Runs In The Family to Linda Loman in
Death Of A Salesman. More recent parts include Mrs.
Linden in The Linden Tree and a Salvationist in our most
recent production, Jack The Ripper. Estelle was the
main motivator behind our seemingly defunct Patrons’
Evenings and in 2009 organised that fun Forties show
We’ll Meet Again.

Anthony Dell (Sidney)

Anthony played many roles in musicals and plays with
Ruislip Operatic Society and Kodak Theatre Group,
where he met his wife, Estelle. He seems to make a
habit of combining life with art as he was also cast as
Estelle's husband in our last Neil Simon Play Plaza Suite.
Anthony was in our recent Jack the Ripper as Bluenose, a

dirty East End low-life.
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Norman Stevenson (Mort)

Norman has acted for Pinner Players and more recently
with Imperial Players where his favourite role was the
very stressed Tom Lambert in Donald Churchill and
Peter Yeldham’s great play My Friend Miss Flint " \#
(although he did enjoy the cameo role of Superman in &
Laying the Ghost!). He is looking forward to playing

Mort in this production.

Carole Baynes (Beth)

Carole began her amateur stage career many moons ago
as a dancer in Harrow Light Opera Company and over the
years has played many parts from Liesl (Sound of Music),
to Velma (Chicago) and Pistache (Can Can). She has also
enjoyed directing and choreographing for several
amateur companies over the years. She considers herself
fortunate to be able to perform still (if only acting now)

and is grateful to Belmont Theatre for giving her some
good roles over the past few years.

Kim Wedler (Gert)

Kim is really looking forward to performing in California
Suite as Gert - a name she is fond of. Her most recent
production with us was Laying The Ghost in 2011. She
has been a member of Belmont for 15 years and loves
appearing in comedies. She also performs in the Cameo
Players musical reviews and recently for Radlett Players.
Her favourite shows with Belmont have been

Communicating Doors, There's A Girl In My Soup and
Abigail’s Party with the Talespinners Theatre Group.

16



Gillian Weinberg  Bill Reiello (Production)
(Secretary) i

Malcolm Weinﬁer_q Michael Collins Mike Morrow
(Treasurer/Puﬁficity) (Memﬁersﬁjp/Puﬁficity) (Newsletters © Dgsign)

Mary Woolf (General)
I Patrons
" Cllr C®& Mr A Bath Myrs P Junankar Lisa Pitman
Robin @ Lynn Benton  Prof ® Mrs D Larman Pauline Sahway
John Burchell Graham & Lindsay Lucas Adam Stoddart
Alan ® Elie Burtenshaw Mrs Edna Marshall Jackie Stringer
. Margaret Chatfield Alex McAuliffe Christine Thomas
& E Jill Davis Harker Moore Gunna Vangenderen
Eileen ® Graham Fowler  Mrs Pat Neary Shirley Wardell
. Mr ® Mrs P H East Arthur Orchard John Wayman .
L Pegqy Gilbert Monica Parsons Mrs Winifred Wilkin f
- ‘,Cegﬁ‘rey Hulett i Eileen Paton Peter Williams .
€ S ¥ 5\, ) ’ Life President - Katﬁy Aldridge Presidents - Anne © Les Suthierland
AN I Life Members - Tom © Mary Power s

4l B e & -
Belmont Theatre is always looking for members to join our
sociable, friendly and active company.

You don’t need any previous experience - just an interest for
amateur theatre!

For more information visit our website at

http://www.belmonttheatre.co.uk
or calluson 07917 324179
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1947
1948
1949
1950
1951

1952

1953
1954

1955

1956

1957

1958

1959

1960

1961

1962

1963

1964

1965

1966

1967

1968

1969

1970

1971

1972

1973

1974

Charity Begins

Ladies In Retirement
Wasn't It Odd

The Maitlands

The Blue Goose

Dear Brutus

I Remember Mama
Happiest Days Of Your Life
Death Takes A Holiday
Playbill

Travellers Joy

When We Are Married
Light Of Heart

Quiet Weekend
Heaven And Charing Cross
Summer In December
Saloon Bar

Fresh Fields

A Question Of Fact
Sailor Beware

Fly Away Peter
Speaking Of Murder
Doctor In The House
Search By Night

Wild Goose Chase
Night Must Fall

Watch It Sailor

Pink String And Sealing Wax
Happiest Days Of Your Life
The Brides Of March
Women Are Like That
Rock-A-Bye Sailor
Billy Liar

Bell, Book And Candle
Duet For Two Hands
Simon And Laura
Wanted One Body
Separate Tables
Breath Of Spring
Something To Hide
The Full Treatment
Murder Mistaken
Beside The Seaside
Blithe Spirit

Boeing, Boeing

The Heiress

Present Laughter
Dear Octopus

Say Who You Are

The Same Sky

The Chalk Garden

You Too Can Have A Body
Not Now Darling

Hotel Paradise

Mixed Doubles

The Belmont Legacy

1975

1976

1977

1978

1979

1980

1981

1982

1983

1984

1985

1986

1987

1988

1989

1990

1991

1992

1993

Semi-Detached

Lunch Hour & Black Comedy
The Day After The Fair

The Diary Of Anne Frank
The National Health

Tonight At Eight

Don't Just Lie There-Say Something
The Life & Death of Almost Every-

body

1066 And All That
Absurd Person Singular
Glasstown

Habeas Corpus

Robinson Crusoe

Night Must Fall

Big Bad Mouse

The Erpingham Camp
Ring Round The Moon
Reluctant Heroes

And A Nightingale Sang
A Christmas Carol

Move Over Mrs Markham
Golden Pathway Annual
Charley’s Aunt

How The Other Half Loves
Hobson’s Chaice

Rock Nativity

Witness For The Prosecution
Two And Two Make Sex
Blithe Spirit

Bedroom Farce

Time And The Conways
The Heiress

An Inspector Calls
Qutside Edge

Laughter In The Dark
Absent Friends
Confusions

Pack Of Lies

My Friend Miss Flint
Mixed Doubles

Ghosts

Hay Fever

Billy Liar

Abigail’s Party

No Sex Please, We're British
Murder At The Vicarage
The Coarse Acting Show
Relatively Speaking
Oliver!

Barefoot In The Park
Key For Two

Seasons Greetings

The Odd Couple

Lord Arthur Saville’s Crime
Stepping Out

1994

1995

1996

1997

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

201

2012

One For The Road

Run For Your Wife

Blitz

Come Blow Your Horn
Pardon Me, Prime Minister
The Forsyte Saga

Time Of My Life

Out Of Order

A Christmas Carol

All My Sons

Tons Of Money

Lend Me A Tenor

The Winslow Boy

Thank You Hollywood
Rock Nativity

A View From The Bridge
Funny Money

Oliver!

The Ghost Train

Don't Dress For Dinner
Communicating Doors
Separate Tables

Twelve Angry Men

The Intruders/Black Comedy
Inherit the Wind

Lettice and Lovage

Party Piece

Death of a Salesman
There’s A Girl In My Soup
Private Lives

On Golden Pond

A Chorus of Disapproval
The Coarse Acting Show 2
A Tomb With A View
Jack The Ripper-The Musical
Arms and the Man

It Runs in the Family
House Guest

Gaslight

Oh What A Lovely War
Plaza Suite

When We Are Married
Fourplay

Sweet Revenge

We'll Meet Again

The Likes of Us

Bedroom Farce

Rebecca

A Murder is Announced
Laying the Ghost

The Linden Tree

Ten Times Table

The Small Hours

The Cemetery Club

Jack The Ripper - The Musical



KLOS Musical Theatre presents KL o
CALAMITY JANE ~ .-

13 - 16 MARCH 2013

at the
Winston Churchill Theatre
Pinn Way, Ruislip HA4 7QL
Evenings 7.30, Saturday matinee 2.30

So ©) Vieve@la 220918}
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